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not pass before the ark [to lead prayers when there are less than 
ten, M. 4:4A, B]? 


It is necessary to take account of a case in which they began with ten, 
and then some of them left, [so it is as ill he completes [what he 
began]. [But that is not the case.] They do not pass before the ark 
when there are less than ten, [no matter the situation at the outset of 
the prayers, when the Shema was said]. 


If they began with ten, and some of them left, [does one] complete [the 
matter with the priestly benediction]? [No, that is not the case:] They 
do not raise up their hands when there are less than ten [M. 4:4C]. 


If they began with ten and some of them left, [does one] complete [the 
matter with the reading of the Torah]? [No, that is not the case.] They 
do not read in the Torah when there are less than ten [M. 4:4D]. 


If they began with ten and some of them left, [does one] complete [the 
prophetic lection]? [No, that is not the case.] They do not conclude 
with a prophetic lection when they are less than ten [M. 4:4F]. 


[F] If they began with ten, and some of them left, [does one] complete 
[the rite]? 


[G] In connection with all of them Scripture says, “[But rebels and 
sinner shall be destroyed together,] and those who forsake the Lord 
shall be consumed” (Is. 1:28). 


They do not observe the stations [when burying the dead] [M. 
4:4F]: 


[The reason is that they say, “Stand, beloved,” “Sit, beloved,” seven 
times, [and that is not done when there are less than ten]. 


They do not bless mourners or give a blessing of a wedding couple 
[M. 4:4F, G]: 


[B] And do they not give a blessing of a wedding couple [in the Grace 
after Meals] all seven days after the marriage? 


[C] R. Jeremiah theorized that they take the bride out all seven days 
[to the marriage-canopy]. 


[D] [75b] Said to him R. Yosé, “And lo, R. Hiyya taught: The blessing 
of mourners is for all seven days [after the burial]. Can you say that 
the occasion is that they display the corpse all seven-days [that the 
same should apply to the blessing of the marriage couple]?” 


